

































































































































































































































































































































































OUR CLASS AND SOCIAL SERVICE

Michae! Flores 10—D

1973 has indeed been an eventful year for the boys of
Classes 10-A, 10-D and 10-E.  Right from the beginning
of the year we concerned ourselves with service to the
neighbour in so far as we found ourselves capable.
From the time of our first visit to the villages arcund
Okhla—made at the beginning of the year to the time
of our last visit to the Cheshire Homes the boys under-
took the various projects with a cheerfulness and a
dedication that gave the lie to the theory thalt modern
vouth 1s unworthy of its heritage. Rev. Br. JA.
McPhilemy, class-teacher of 10-A who initially generated

in us the motivation to carry out these projects helped

us a great deat by organising us into a team and pro-

"

viding us with the school conveyance—even after the

upsurge in petrol prices. Michael Flores

Our idea of social service was that we should help people to help themselves. With this in
mind, we undertook our first project to visit one of the twelve villages in the Okhla District.  Sister
Lorraine of the Holy Family Hospital very kindly obliged by taking us to a nearby village where
she showed us the fruits of social service as evidenced by the atmosphere of the village at the time.
1t was encouraging to note the progress the village had made since the adoption of a Social Service
Programme. Community hygiene had reached a high standard and even so was the spread of
literacy. The men and women we interviewed seemed very grateful that people had helped them
to realize what was meant by Social Uplift and made clear to them the importance of the part they
themselves would play in the same uplift. The signs were there for all to read—since the com-
mencement of the programme the village had been raised from a mosquito-ridden collection of

dwellings into a relatively clean brick-built assembly with an enhanced social status.

However, one of the grievances of the villagers was the plague of flies from the nearby river-
flats. They made us aware that the answer to the menace was a supply of “fly-paper’, an item with
which the community budget could not cope. Their difficulty provided our opportunity, We
launched a ‘paper-drive’ in school and when sufficient funds were to hand we handed them

over to the organising authorities for ‘Operation Fly-Paper’. Every little helps.

The next place on our itinerary was the Don Bosco Technical School, also in the Okhla District.
Here our social-service took the form of an enfertainment programme which we staged for the
benefit of the residential students. Rev. Fr. Ugate, Rector of the Institution, took us on a conducted
tour of the well laid-out building and introduced us to the boys who were occupied in operating
the electrically powered machine-tools. In the fitters section we were astonished to see young teen-

agers forge irregular lengths of cast-iron into such complex geometrical patterns. We left the
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Institution with enhanced appreciation of technical education and a clearer concept of its role in
India’s development.

Our enthusiasm for Social Service now led us to approaching the girls of C.J.M. to inspire
them towards undertaking a common project but it seems our efforts were bread on the waters

in vain,

Qur final social venture of the year was a visit to the Cheshire Homes. These Homes were
started by Group-Captain Cheshire the acknowledged Ace of Aces among all the outstanding
bomber-pilots of World War 1. He saw, at first hand, the destruction caused when the Allies
dropped that fateful bomb on Nagasaki and so shaken was he by the experience that he gave up
his R.A.F. career in order to do something constructive rather than something destructive for
humanity. His homes for the disabled and dying are now to be found in all corners of the earth.
In the Cheshire Home what struck us most was the cheerfulness with which the patients conversed
with us inspite of their numerous disabilities. Many of the patients were victims of spinal trouble
which confined them to wheel-chairs. The patients thanked us profusely for the gift of fruit we
had brought and we left the Home truly impressed by their happy attitude. In our minds also
were the ideas behind the following lines: —

‘Life 1s mostly froth and bubble
Two things stand alone
Kindness in another’s trouble
Courage in your own.'

We must love them both, those whose opinions
we share, and those whose opinions we reject.
For borrh have laboured in the search for truth, and
both have helped. us in the finding of ir.
—S8t. Thomas Equinas
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